REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN GROVE
LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
April 7, 2026 MINUTES APPROVED March 9, 2026
On April 7, 2026 the Regular meeting of the Village of Franklin Grove, held at the

Village Hall, 105 E. South Street, Franklin Grove, Lee County, Illinois, was called to
order by President Eric Grendahl at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present: Trustees Scott Spangler, John Nicolson, Susan Murphy, Trustees Mitch Reuter,
Mark Delhotal, Kristy Murphy, President Eric Grendahl, and Clerk Jessica Ford.

Absent: Attorney Considine
MINUTES

Motion made by J. Nicholson, seconded by K. Murphy to approve the Minutes of the
Regular Meeting of March 7, 2026 Passed: 6/0

RECOGNITION OF VISITOR’S

NONE

VILLAGE CLERK’S REPORT
Clerk Ford requested approval to pay J & T Consultants with regular bills, as invoice was
not yet received.

BILLS & LATE BILLS
Motion made by S. Murphy seconded by J. Nicholson to pay bills, late bills and make
necessary transfers, including J & T Consultants. Passed: 6/0
POLICE REPORT
NONE
LEGAL ISSUES

(Attorney D. Considine)
NONE



COMMITTEE REPORTS

STREETS & ALLEYS
(M. Delhotal, Chairman)

Trustee Delhotal stated that the street on Middle is fixed. Stop signs were being updated.
Braiden Runkle was made a full-time employee. Commercial vehicles have been seen
parked on public property in multiple locations. Would like to enforce ordinance through
Lee County.

WATER & SEWER
(K. Murphy, Chairman)

Trustee K. Murphy stated that there were no further comments following the public
hearing. No new water plant issues. Thank you to employees, Dixon, and Oregon for long
hours and hard work getting the water main repaired. Valve testing to be done next week.
About 37 notices were put out for late water bills. Village clean-up days April 27-28". Ed
will be putting in the new sewer plant pumps, as the company is too far behind to wait.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
(J. Nicolson, Chairman)

Trustee Nicholson stated that the Dollar General is open. Casey’s was rated #26 out of
2,600. Will have a meeting tomorrow to get additional information regarding interstate
change at Rt. 88 and Reynolds.

PROPERTIES
(S. Murphy, Chairman)

Trustee S. Murphy would like to send letters for ordinance violations prior to Village
clean-up day. Also stated that the picnic tables at the park need replaced.

President Grendahl stated that the lights have been replaced and the ballasts need to be
replaced.

FINANCE AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE
(S. Murphy, Chairman)

NONE
TOURISM
(S. Spangler, Chairman)

Trustee S. Spangler stated that the Easter Egg hunt went well and there was a good
turnout. Plans for the May 16-17" reenactment are coming along. Received NW territory
grant approval.



GENERAL ISSUES

President Grendahl stated that there is a current contract with the Electric Municipal
Aggregation Program. Renewal is due Sept 2026.

Motion made by M. Delhotal to approve President Grendahl seeking and approving
lowest bid, seconded by J. Nicholson.  Passed: 6/0

Wanted to make everyone aware that SVIP will be presenting at the May meeting.

Hilliker estimate from Sept 2025 was approved for $1,235. The new estimate to do
previously approved work, as well as additional poles, pole box, flag pole lighting, 2
lights per pole, control timer, trenching and conduit, is $13,020.

Discussion ended with decision to look at some options for lower bids.

Red Cross will be out inspecting smoke alarms. Each home may receive one new smoke
alarm, installed, at no cost.

Program from a gentleman at Midwest Disposal that would allow mass text/email for
Village residents. We were offered the use of the program at no cost.

Mr. Lindy at AFC elementary would like to utilize the sidewalk assistance program. He is
still working out numbers for their cost. President Grendahl would like to pre-approve
their assistance for up to $1,000.

Motion made by M. Delhotal to approve assistance to AFC up to $1,000, seconded by S.
Murphy.  Passed: 6/0

Discussion on getting involved in IMFR for Village employees. Executive Meeting not
needed. Tax Levy would offset the cost. Would like to look at cost analysis to determine
Village cost. It was decided to look further into IMFR with cost analysis, as well as other
options.

Motion made by M. Delhotal to amend agenda to cost analysis presentation analysis
language, seconded by K. Murphy.  Passed: 6/0

Motion to approve cost analysis made by M. Delhotal, seconded by J. Nicholson.
Passed: 6/0

Old high school has new owners. They are working to get it cleaned up to be used in

ways for community benefit. E.g. community gardening, walking during poor weather,
etc. Planning to get a new roof, asbestos cleaned up, possibly some tear down.

As no further business was brought before the board, a motion to adjourn was made by S.
Spangler, seconded by M. Delhotal and carried by unanimous vote at 8:02pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jessica Ford
Village Clerk



